
CALIFORNIA REX;IONAL WATER QUALITY <XlNTROL OOARD
SAN FRlINCIS<Xl B1\.Y REX;ION

ORDER NO. 88-080

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

STAUFFER CHEMICAL <XlMPANY
MARrINEZ PIANT
MARrINEZ, <XlNTRA <XlSTA <XlUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Stauffer Chemical Company, a wholly CMl1.ed subsidiary of Rhone-Poulenc
Incorporated, (hereinafter called the discharger) manufactures various
grades of sulfuric acid from elemental sulfur and by regeneration of
sulfuric acid waste sludges from area chemical complexes. The plant site
is located immediately east of the south ramps leading to the Benicia
bridge, at the end of Mococo Road in Martinez, Contra Costa County. A
location map is included in attachment A.

2. The discharger's offices, and other facilities are located on a low lying
northwest trending outcrop of bedrock which forms a low escarpment behind
the office. The plant is located on an adjoining northeast trending
outcrop of bedrock which drops steeply, approximately 90 feet vertically,
on three sides. The eastern and northern portions of the site are
historical wetlands bordered on the east by Peyton Slough and on the north
by carquinez straits.

3. The previous site CMl1.er, Mountain COpper Company, disposed of large
quantities of cinder and slag in the low lying areas surrounding the
bedrock outcrops. DJring construction of the Benicia bridge some of the
cinder was moved from the freeway right-of-way to the wetlands east of the
office bedrock outcrop. '!he slag was from copper smal,ting and ore
processing and the cinder was from pyrite roasting. Disposal of the two
wastes ceased in the mid-1960's. The discharger purchased the property in
1968. In the early 1970's it was found that leachate from the wastes was
flowing into Carquinez straits. The discharger initially sold the wastes
for cement manufacture and agricultural supplement. The discharger removed
the cinder and slag to approximately three feet above sea level, however,
unknown quantities of subsurface cinder and slag remain throughout the
site. Due to the soft, compressible nature of the underlying sediments the
cinder and slag has sunk into and displaced the sediments. Because the
cinder and slag waste fill areas are in historic marsh lands, the ground
water levels are close to the ground surface. '!herefore, much of the
cinder and slag remaining at the site is below the ground water table. The
discharger operates leachate collection and removal sumps to reduce the
level of leachate contaminated ground water in the two main cinder and slag
waste fills. Runoff from the plant which may have contained waste
constituents was discharged to the north cinder and slag waste fill area
until 1985. A complete report of waste discharge for the waste fills has
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